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Introduction1
In the previous essay, I made a case for coming out from under “the
elementary principles of the world” which instigate the prescribing of
special religious activities which have been separated from the whole of
life, and scheduled to take place in specified places, at specified times,
and are humanly structured and organized. In other words, a case for
moving beyond conventional worship praxes.
I also attempted to demonstrate that the “pattern” for the New Testament
cannot be determined via the “Descriptive/Prescriptive Paradigm”. But
rather, in a manner of speaking, that which is “descriptive” of Christ is
“prescriptive” for the New Covenant. Thus, Christ Himself is the Pattern.
For those of us who are convinced of such things, or are at least open to
seriously considering the validity of such an approach to a life of worship,
may find questions like these set before us:

1

Unless otherwise noted, all quotations are taken from the New American Standard Bible. All comments in
reference to the meanings of Greek words are based upon notes in Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical
Words by W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of Bible Words by Stephen D. Renn, Word Studies in the New
Testament by M.R. Vincent, and Word Pictures in the New Testament by A.T. Robertson.
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What lies behind the veil?
If we are willing to allow the Spirit of Christ to remove the veil2 which has
kept us under the shadow of the Old Covenant, what will we find behind
the veil? I tell you – you will find whatever it is that you want to find. The
question is: What is the desire of your heart - Christ Himself, or some new
and different religious things?
When we leave the humanly structured and organized church worship
programs behind, I would say almost always it feels like one is in a
spiritual WILDERNESS. Having left “Christian City” with its full-orbed
program of religious activities, there seems to be a stark “just you and
Jesus” environment, which is actually by God’s design.3 But one wonders,
“What will I find out here in the wilderness that is to replace all those
religious activities?” Again, I tell you, you will find whatever it is you are
looking for – whatever is your heart’s desire – either Christ Himself, or just
some new and different religious things. About 30 years ago I wrote a
piece entitled “Church in the Wilderness”. It could just as well be titled

“Church Beyond the Veil”:

2

2 Corinthians 3:14-16
I have teaching notes of a message I have often given in the past which I would like to soon put into written
format and record. The message, entitled “The Woman, the Well, and the Wilderness” contains many
insights into God working in our hearts and lives “in the wilderness”.
3
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Church in the Wilderness

"But what did you go out into the wilderness to see?4
God has a purpose
in the wilderness.
He wants His people to SEE
- “Something Better”.5
People see what they want to see
- usually quail.6

“But what did you go out into the wilderness to see?”

4

Matthew 11:7; Luke 7:24.
Viz. JESUS. The basic theme of the Book of Hebrews is found in the word “better,” in describing the
superiority of Christ in both His person and His work. Christ provides: • Better revelation. 1:1-2 • Better
expectation. 6:9 • Better priesthood. 7:7-11, 20-28 • Better hope. 7:19 • Better testament, covenant. 7:22, 8:6
• Better promises. 8:6 • Better sacrifices. 8:6 • Better possessions. 10:34 • Better country. 11:16 • Better
resurrection. 11:35 • Better things. 11:40; 12:24
6
Exodus 16; Numbers 11.
5
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Our father of faith “obeyed to GO OUT
as a sojourner in the land of promise”.7
It takes faith to see your way through the wilderness.
In the Wilderness of Sin8 –
“Moses saw Him who is invisible”.9
In the wilderness of Ziph10 –
those who were “in distress, in debt and discontented”
saw the difference between Saul and David11 –
“The Glory of Israel”.12
In the Wilderness of the People13 –
a remnant saw the restoration of
“The city which has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God”.14
In the Wilderness of Judea15 –
many heard the crying, WENT OUT,
and saw one decrease and Another increase.16

7

Hebrews 11:9
Exodus 16-17; Numbers 33-34; Deuteronomy 32:51
9
Hebrews 11:27
10
1 Samuel 23:14; 26:1-2
11
1 Samuel 22:1-2; 23:13; 1 Chronicles 11:15
12
Micah 1:15
13
Ezekiel 20:35 Or the wilderness of the "tribe", or "flock", or "congregation".
14
Hebrews 11:10
15
Matthew 3:1-3
16
John 3:30
8
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“But what did you go out into the wilderness to see?”
God always “makes a way in the wilderness”.
He always “makes rivers in the desert”.
And He always “does a new thing” in the wilderness.17
Yes, when Gomer was allured into the Wilderness of Trouble18,
she learned to sing a song of Hope to her Husband
and was betrothed to Him forever in faithfulness.19
So, you have to GO OUT into the wilderness in order to SEE.
But one of two things will happen:
You will either SEE JESUS,
or you will die of leanness, rebellion or idolatry.

“But what did you go out into the wilderness to see?”

17

Isaiah 43:19
Hosea 2:14-15 Viz. "Achor" which means "Trouble".
19
Hosea 2:19-20
18
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“We would see Jesus”
John 12:21
“Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith …”20
So, what do you hope to find beyond the veil? Maybe more authentic and
intimate relationships in the Body? Or more freedom to minister your
spiritual gifts to the Body? Or a new way of “doing church” (which is
actually old)? Or is it more of Christ Himself?
Those of us who are of the “Organic”/”Simple”/”House” church persuasion
are predisposed to say that what lies “beyond the veil” is this new (old)
way of “doing church”, namely Body ministry ala 1 Corinthians 14:26.
Consequently, there is much talk about “the Body” and “One
Anothering”21.
But, I tell you: Christ is pre-requisite for Church. Without sufficient
revelation of the mystery of Christ, and without vital relationship with
Christ, and without authentic reflection of the character of Christ (all the
stuff of the New Covenant), we have merely “a form of religion,

20

Hebrews 12:2
i.e. Loving one another and building up the Body through the practice of the 58 New Testament
injunctions of how to relate to one another in the Body of Christ.
21
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contradicting its own spirituality”22 - that is, worship praxes which continue
to “miss the mark” and “fall short of the glory” of God’s Pattern, which is
Christ Himself. The apostle Paul spoke of being able to “discern the

Body”.23 Pre-requisite to “discerning the Body” is to be able to “DISCERN
THE HEAD”.24 Without sufficient revelation of Christ, we will – once again

– end up with a body which is not His. Christ builds His Church by
revelation of Himself.25 Personally, I am no longer interested in investing

into a group of people who are not interested in “pressing on to know the
Lord”26 by intentional pursuit of revelation of Christ in the scriptures under

the guidance of the Holy Spirit.27
Yes, Christ is the Pattern for the His Church28, and we are to “build
according to the pattern”,29 but Christ is also the Pattern for the Kingdom,
as well. Peter’s revelation was primarily of the King of the Kingdom.30 The
22

2 Timothy 3:5 NASB: “holding to a form of religion, although denying its power”
1 Corinthians 11:29
24
Cf. my booklet, “Christ is Pre-requisite for Church”. (Request a complimentary copy by writing to:
AtChristsTable@gmail.com )
25
Matthew 16:15-18
26
Hosea 6:3
27
John 5:39-40; 15:26. Cf. my pamphlet, “Doing Church”. To request a complimentary copy, Email:
AtChristsTable@gmail.com
28
Cf. my booklets, “Apostolic Teaching”, “The Foundation of the Church”, “Foundation Stones”,
Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries”. (Request complimentary copies by writing to:
AtChristsTable@gmail.com )
29
Moses: Exodus 25:8-9, 40; 26:30; Numbers 8:4; Acts 7:44; Hebrews 8:5. David & Solomon: 1 Chronicles
28:19. Ezekiel 41:17; 43:10-11. Paul: 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.
30
“The Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:18) was A CRUCIFIED CHRIST. This is what the
Jews missed. We cannot afford to miss it. D.A. Carson has said that the epitome of God’s wrath and love
were expressed at the Cross. Wrath poured out on sin, not people. Love not expressed through joy, but
through suffering. The apostle Paul identified “the wisdom of God” as both Christ and the “word of the
23
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Church is a witness to the Kingdom, but the Kingdom creates the Church,
not the other way around.31 This is why the “Great Commission” was to
“make disciples” “of the kingdom”,32 not to plant churches. If we continue

to focus on the church rather than the kingdom, we will continue having a
plethora of “Christian clubs” and a dearth of authentic disciples of Christ.33
Likewise, the Pattern for the New Covenant is not a set of prescriptions

(“letters”) which would define the covenant and its terms of operation. The
reason this is so is because Jesus Christ IS the New Covenant, in the
sense that He Himself is the sum of all the elements of the covenant.
Specifically: He is the blood sacrifice; He is the High Priest who offers the
sacrifice; it is His blood which “cuts” the covenant; it is His death which
inaugurates the covenant; He is the Mediator of the covenant; He is the
Advocate who declares the terms of the covenant. The covenant is in
operation in, and by, and through Christ.

Cross”. This is the very wisdom God intends to “make know through the church to the rulers and authorities
in the heavenly places”. (Ephesians 3:10) – Christ and the “word of the Cross” – the Crucified Christ. Cf. My
booklets “The Cross & The Powers of Darkness” and “Seeing the Kingdom Through the Cross”. (Request
complimentary copies by writing to: AtChristsTable@gmail.com )
31
Observe the sequence in Matthew 16:15-19: The revelation of the King and the Kingdom precedes and
becomes the bedrock of the Church.
32
Matthew 13:52; 28:20
33
I realize that in this last paragraph I made a number of statements, each needing an essay for further
development.
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The Eternal Gospel & Eternal Covenant
Isaiah 42:6
“I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by
the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a
light to the nations.”34
In the midst of this Messianic prophecy in Isaiah,35 we see disclosed the
fact that the Father has given Jesus Christ as a covenant – Jesus Christ
personified (incarnated) the New Covenant.

As with the Old Covenant, the New Covenant is between God and His
people – i.e. between God and human beings. But there is a defining
difference in the New Covenant: it is a covenant between God and human
beings, only because Christ, the Word, became a human being36. When
fallen human beings are regenerated and baptized into Christ, they are
then (and only then) members of God’s people – “the Church, which is His
Body”37, those who “belong to Christ” and are “in Christ”, and therefore,
are included in the covenant. But, actually, God did not make the
covenant with us – He made the covenant with Himself, in a manner of

34

Revised Standard Version
Isaiah 42:1-7
36
John 1:14
37
Colossians 1:18, 24; Ephesians 5:23, 29; Cf. Ephesians 1:22; 4:12, 15.
35
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speaking. In another manner of speaking (in a trinitarian manner) God
made the covenant with Christ. This covenant was made before the

foundation of the world - before the creation of Humanity; before
Humanity’s fall into sin; before the Incarnation of Christ, the Redeemer;
before the Cross, before the Resurrection and Ascension. The covenant
was made before the foundation of the world because, this Lamb of God,
unblemished and spotless, was “known before the foundation of the

world”38. Yes, the scriptures say that at the foundation of the world, this
Lamb of God had already been slain.39 This is obviously in a spiritual
sense – meaning that God and Christ had made this covenant in eternity

past.
“And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal
gospel to preach….”40 If you were aware of that verse in Revelation 14:6,
have you ever wondered what the “eternal gospel” was? It is eternal good
news. Good news that is not limited to time. Good news which didn’t start
in time and won’t end in time. It’s good news about something which will
last for eternity future. But it is also good news about what happened in
eternity past. It is the good news about the covenant which was cut in

eternity past – inaugurated upon Jesus death on the Cross – but cut in

38

1 Peter 1:19-20
Revelation 13:8
40
Revelation 14:6
39
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eternity past. What is called “the New Covenant” is also an Eternal
Covenant.41

Let’s take another look at John 17:1-5. As our High Priest, Jesus prayed
these words to the Father - all of which are in reference to the New
Covenant – the Eternal Covenant - which He had come to inaugurate:
“Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may
glorify You.”
1

Jesus said, “The hour has come.” Jesus was about to go to the Cross –
the altar upon which the Lamb of God would cut the covenant with the
Father. Jesus referred to this self-denying sacrifice of love as “glory”. The
apostle Paul repeatedly said that the “glory” of the New Covenant
SURPASSED the “glory” of the Old Covenant.42 That “glory” of the New
Covenant is the Crucified Christ - the wisdom and the power of God.43 As
we unveil Christ as the Pattern, it is absolutely essential to understand
that God’s Christ is a CRUCIFIED Christ, for this is an essential aspect of
the Pattern of the New Covenant.44
41

The Lord promised that this New Covenant would be “eternal” (Jeremiah 32:40; Ezekiel 37:2627), unlike
the Old Covenant which He made obsolete (Hebrews 8:13).
42
2 Corinthians 3:7-11
43
1 Corinthians 1:18, 24, Cf. 30; Cf. Ephesians 3:9-11.
44
The scope of this essay cannot contain a treatment of the Message and the Way of the Cross. But I have
written of these things in detail in other essays: “The Way of the Cross”, “Seeing the Kingdom Through the
Cross”, “Who Is This King of Glory?”, “Death Activates Life”, “God-Centeredness”, and “The Cross & the
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Even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You
have given Him, He may give eternal life.”
2“

To give eternal life – this is why Jesus came – this is the purpose of the
New Covenant – to give God’s people the life of the Eternal One (zoe).
This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”
3“

“Eternal life” is a wonderous subject; but here Jesus summarizes the
meaning as KNOWING GOD. This is the purpose of the New Covenant –
TO KNOW GOD45, which we will shortly discuss in more detail.
I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You
have given Me to do.”
4“

Jesus had not yet ascended; but in John 17:11 He said, “I am no longer in
the world.” In the same way, he spoke of His work having been

accomplished even though He had not yet been physically crucified,
buried, resurrected and ascended. The work the Father had given Him to
do established the New Covenant, which He inaugurated with His blood
and His death upon the Cross46.

Powers of Darkness”. Complimentary copies of these essays can be obtained by Emailing:
AtChristsTable@gmail.com
45
Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 8:8-12; Cf. Jeremiah 9:23-24.
46
Hebrews 9:15-22
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Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which
I had with You before the world was.”
5“

Again, the New Covenant - between the Father and Christ - was cut

before the foundation of the world, in eternity past – therefore, we have an
“eternal gospel”.47

47

F.B. Meyer on Revelation 14:6: “Notice the phrase, the everlasting gospel, revelation 14:6. In other words,
the gospel of the grace of God is no expedient brought in to patch up a program which has been seriously
spoiled; it is as old as eternity and brings to men eternal joy, and peace, and hope.”
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Christ, the Pattern
To more fully discern the mystery of Christ, we must have revelation of
Him as the Pattern of the New Covenant, because the New Covenant is
all about Christ. This is the subject matter of this essay.
“Consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.”48
“In these last days (God) has spoken to us in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. And
He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature,
and upholds all things by the word of His power.49 “For it
was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him.”50
“God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge…. For in Him all the fullness of
Deity dwells in bodily form.”51
Christ is God’s ALL - He is the Pattern for “the fulness of God”52.

48

Hebrews 3:1
Hebrews 1:2-3a
50
Colossians 1:19
51
Colossians 2:2b-3, 9
52
Greek: pleroma, Strong’s # 4138, meaning that which fills to completion, i.e. “all”.
49

___________________________________________
A New & Living Way
“I have given you as a covenant…”
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org

17

The apostle Paul wrote that in Christ dwells the “fulness”.53 The “fulness”
of what or of whom? Paul explains that it is the “fullness” of God54 - that is,
all that God is, and all that God says, and all that God does, and all that
God has to give. The title (and the theme) of a wonderful little book written
by Watchman Nee says it well: “Christ, the Sum of All Spiritual Things”.
God hasn’t given us a number of spiritual “commodities” – He has given
us a Person. If you have Christ, you have all that God has to give.55
Is it possible to summarize all that God has given in Christ? Is it possible
to summarize all that Jesus came to give? There are numerous places in
the gospels where Jesus announced that He had come for various
reasons.56 Is there one reason that may be the sum of all?
I believe Jesus was summarizing His life and ministry on earth when He
was speaking to the Father in what we call His “High Priestly Prayer” in
John 17:
“Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may
glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all
53

Colossians 1:19
Colossians 2:9
55
On the same theme, I would recommend a great article by A.B. Simpson, “Himself”.
http://www.atchriststable.org/himself.html
56
Numerous places in the gospels Jesus announced that He had come for various reasons: “to fulfill the law”,
Matthew 5:17; “to bring a sword (of division)”, Matthew 10:34; “to serve”, Mark 10:45; “to start a fire on
the earth”, Luke 12:49; “to seek and save the lost”, Luke 19:10; “to do the will of the Father”, John 6:38; “to
give light”, John 12:46; “to bear witness to the truth”, John 18:37.
54
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whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 This is eternal
life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished
the work which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the
world was.”
All that the Father and Christ had in their heart and mind for the
redemption of Humanity could be summarized as giving (or better,
restoring) eternal life. Jesus said: “I came that they may have life, and
have it fully.”57 In one of his epistles, the apostle John wrote: “He who has
the Son, has the life.”58 Just as “God is love.”59, God is life. It is the life of

the Eternal One – eternal life – immortality – without beginning and without
end. This kind of life is only available in God,60 through faith in Christ. This
life is inseparable from God. This life is not a spiritual commodity”; it is the

Person of Christ Himself. “He who has61 the Son, has the life.”62
Jesus defined this “eternal life” as: “knowing63 the only true God and
Jesus Christ”. Indeed, Jesus explained that knowing Him was knowing the
57

John 10:10b. “life”: Not “bios”, Strong’s #979, biological life; but “zoe”, Strong’s # 2222, spiritual life.
See further definition and distinction in Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, p. 367.
58
1 John 5:12
59
1 John 4:8
60
1 Timothy 1:17 & 6:16. i.e. Man is not created as an immortal being. Eternal life must be received from
God through faith in Christ.
61
“has”: Greek: echo, Strong’s # 2192, taken hold of, taken possession of (through faith).
62
1 John 5:12
63
“know”: (Greek) ginosko, Strong’s # 1097, to know absolutely, to perceive and understand by means of a
relationship, even an intimate relationship (e.g. between a man and a woman).
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Father, for He had come to reveal the Father.64 Jesus is our Pattern for
knowing God, and therefore the Pattern of the New Covenant. What

would help that last statement be more convincing? Firstly, a brief
explanation of the essence of the New Covenant. And secondly, a brief
explanation of how Jesus was a Pattern for knowing God.

64

Matthew 11:27; John 1:18; 14:9.
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What’s the New Covenant All About?
Elsewhere, I have written in detail about New Covenant theology, but
here, it serves our purpose to try to capture just the essence of the New
Covenant. The most significant scriptural reference to the New Covenant
is Jeremiah 31:31-34. Its significance is attested to in that the writer to the
Hebrews, who was focused on distinguishing the New Covenant from the
Old Covenant, chose to quote Jeremiah verbatim in Hebrews 8:8-12. Let’s
look the passage in the Amplified Bible translation:
However, God finds fault with them65 [showing its inadequacy] when
He says, “Behold, the days will come, says the Lord, when I will
make and ratify a new covenant with the house of Israel66 and with the
house of Judah67; 9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers
on the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land
of Egypt; for they did not abide in My covenant, and so I withdrew My
favor and disregarded them, says the Lord. 10 “For this is the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord:
I will imprint My laws upon their minds [even upon their innermost
thoughts and understanding], and engrave them upon their
hearts [effecting their regeneration]. And I will be their God, and they
shall be My people. 11 “And it will not be [necessary] for each one to
teach his fellow citizen, or each one his brother, saying, ‘Know [by
experience, have knowledge of] the Lord,’ for all will know [by
experience and have knowledge of] Me, from the least to the greatest of
8“

65

“them”: Israel and the Old Covenant
The Northern kingdom when the nation was divided.
67
The Southern kingdom when the nation was divided.
66
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them. 12 “For I will be merciful and gracious toward their wickedness,
and I will remember their sins no more.”
I have underlined above the two major aspects of the New Covenant68:
1) God imprints His law upon the minds and engraves it upon the
hearts of New Covenant people.69

2) New Covenant people all know the Lord (viz. Have experiential
knowledge of God through relationship with Him).70
The third aspect of the New Covenant we find in Ezekiel 36:26-27:
Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within
you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a
heart of flesh. 27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk
in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”
26 “

3) New Covenant people have a new heart which causes them to
desire to be obedient to God, and a new spirit which empowers them
to be pleasing to God. They have “received the Spirit of Christ” and
are “led by the Spirit”.71

68

There is a third aspect which I will refer to from Ezekiel 36:26-27.
Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10; 10:16
70
Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 8:11; Cf. Jeremiah 9:23-24; Isaiah 54:13; John 12:32
71
Romans 8:9-10, 14; Cf. John 6:63; 2 Corinthians 3:6
69
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Seeing from God’s Point of View
“We are asking God that you may see things, as it were, from his point of
view by being given spiritual insight and understanding.”
Colossians 1:9, J.B. Phillips Translation
“God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks at the heart." 1 Samuel 16:7
God’s point of view is primarily internal – not external. God considers the
heart – not external activities. From God’s point of view, what does it

mean to be transformed and conformed to the image of Christ? Well, it
has more to do with being than doing – less to do with doing prescribed

activities, and more to do with being like Jesus in nature and character.
(Doing naturally follows being.)
From God’s point of view, the Old Covenant, its “letters”, and the way it
operated (externally) was inadequate72 (except to reveal sin)73. And from
God’s point of view, the New Covenant, the Law of Christ directed by the
Spirit , and the way it operates (internally), is perfect (complete) – and
reveals sin in a much deeper way74. In order to truly see and understand
72

Romans 8:2-4; Hebrews 7:18
Romans 7:7
74
Matthew 5:27-48. I have found that the Holy Spirit intentionally reveals my sin at levels deeper than my
mere external misdemeanors. He patiently reveals implications and ramifications of my attitudes and actions,
which I naturally would not have considered. This revelation process does not lead to a sense of
73
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Jesus as our Pattern, we must see and understand the New Covenant
from God’s point of view – specifically, the way it operates – that is
internally, as directed by the Spirit. I believe the apostle Paul began to
explain this in 2 Corinthians 3:2-6:
You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men;
3a “being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us.”
2“

Here, Paul is stating God’s calling and purpose for His people in the New
Covenant: To be a human “letter”75, an epistle of Christ, to be known and
manifested to others. This epistle of Christ is something internal – that is,
written on hearts – something of Christ’s nature and character which is
communicated to others. This human “letter” is not an instruction on a set
of prescribed external activities.
“Written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not
on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”
3b

This epistle of Christ, “written” on hearts, is something which can only be
authored by the Spirit of the Living God. This is true because Jesus said:

“No one knows the Son except the Father”76, so only the Spirit of the
Living God can “write” this epistle of Christ – and write it on human hearts.
condemnation, but rather a fuller appreciation of God’s perspective on sin – viz. “hating the sin and loving
the sinner”.
75
Greek: epistole, Strong’s # 1992, a literary correspondence. (Not a letter of the alphabet).
76
Matthew 11:27; Luke 10:22
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This process is in a different category from writing with ink on paper – for
two reasons:
Firstly, what is communicated to and through the heart is not that which
can be “captured” (contained) with ink on paper. We can attempt to
describe with words of human language that which is being
communicated by the Spirit of the Living God. In fact, this is a necessary
and worthwhile exercise for us human beings to engage in – viz. theology,
the study of God. But, human words written with ink on paper cannot
communicate the full knowledge of what is being written on hearts by the
Spirit of the Living God, which He desires to communicate to others. The
New Testament scriptures speak of knowledge77 - that which is known
through mental comprehension, and full knowledge78 - that which is
known through life experience. This is God’s standard in the New
Covenant – to speak through His Son, and also through each member of
His body79 - that is, to speak THROUGH LIFE, and not just through
“letters’.

77

Greek: gnosis, Strong’s # 1108. Ibid, Vine: knowledge of an object “as an enquiry, investigation”. Ibid,
Renn: “concerned primarily with human knowledge”.
78
Greek: epignosis, Strong’s # 1922. Ibid, Vine: “a strengthened form of gnosis, expressing a fuller
knowledge, a greater participation by the ‘knower’ in the object known’. Ibid, Renn: “knowledge of moral
and ethical values, intimate acquaintance with of God”.
79
No one person can contain or fully communicate Christ in His fullness. Romans 12:3
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Secondly, this living epistle of Christ cannot be “captured” (contained) in
the writing of human words with ink on paper, because the revelation of
the mystery of Christ is infinite and, therefore, “unsearchable” or

“unfathomable”.80 This is not to say that the Canon of scripture does not
contain the full revelation of Christ.81 Rather, this is to say that we need –
and God desires - to have a living example of the full spectrum of all the
various aspects of Christ manifested through human lives and human

experience in order to fully understand82 the full meaning of very words
the Holy Spirit inspired the writers of the scriptures to write with ink on
paper. This is a “living epistle” of Christ. The Prototype of “living epistles”
is Christ in His incarnation through Jesus of Nazareth – Jesus is our
Pattern.

2 Corinthians 3:4-6
“Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we
are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from
ourselves, but our adequacy is from God83, 6 who also made us
adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”
4

80

Ephesians 3:8. Greek: anexeraunetos, Strong’s # 419.
There are many who would say that – I think they call themselves “deconstructionists”. But, I am not one
of them.
82
This is in reference to understanding which comes through nothing less than divine revelation by the Holy
Spirit.
83
Cf. 2 Corinthians 4:7-12.
81
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The law of the New Covenant surpasses84 the law of the Old Covenant.85
The Mosaic law of the Old Covenant could be written in “letters” captured
(contained) on tablets of stone. The Law of Christ of the New Covenant is
“of the Spirit” and “written on hearts”. Because of its internal nature, in

order to walk in the Law of Christ, one must be “led by the Spirit”. Author
Charles Leiter put it this way: “The Law of Christ is as inexhaustible as the
Person of Christ Himself. To ‘love as Christ loved’86 is too penetrating of a
standard to be exhaustively conveyed by any finite list of rules.”87
The key to walking in the New Covenant is not trying to do what Jesus

did, but surrendering to be what Jesus is like. It is not about doing
prescribed activities; it’s about being like Jesus in nature and character.
We can do what Jesus did without being like Him. But if we are like Him,
we will naturally do what He did.
This is NOT to say that all of the commandments written in the New
Testament88, including all of the Lord’s commandments written in the
gospels89 are of no value. That which is “written with ink on paper”, since
it is inspired by God, is to be held in utmost esteem. As the apostle Paul
84

“Better” is a key word found a number of times in the Letter to the Hebrews, an epistle which compares
the New Covenant with the Old, and describes the New to be “better than” the Old in every way.
85
Matthew 5:20; 2 Corinthians 3:7-11; Hebrews 8:6-7.
86
John 13:34
87
“The Law of Christ”, Charles Leiter, p. 181.
88
For example, the “One Anothers”.
89
For example, the “Sermon on the Mount” and all the other written references to the “Law of Christ”.
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said, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable90 for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness”.91 But, Paul also said
it is of “no value” as “the letter of the law” to be accomplished through the
self-effort of the flesh.92 It is important to understand that being “led by the
Spirit” includes reading, studying and reflecting on that which is “written
with ink on paper”, because the Holy Spirit primarily uses the scriptures,
which He inspired, to teach, reprove, correct, and train disciples of Christ
in the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”93: The Holy Spirit is

continually giving us more and deeper understanding of the scriptures - as
we read the same verses from time to time in different life situations, He
gives more and deeper understanding of the very same verses.
So, what IS being said is this:
“For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh,
God did94: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an
offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement
of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the
flesh (and according to “the letter”) but according to the Spirit.”95
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law.”96
90

Greek: ophelimos, Strong’s # 5624, helpful, beneficial
2 Timothy 3:16
92
Colossians 2:20-23. “no value” - Greek: time, Strong’s 5092, in this case: of no spiritual value, or of no
spiritual efficacy, usefulness, effectiveness.
93
Romans 8:2
94
And continues to do through the Spirit.
95
Romans 8:3-4.
96
Galatians 5:22-23.
91
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“The fruit of the Spirit”, as well as “the Beatitudes”,97 are examples of the
attributes of Christ’s nature and character. So again, if we become like

Him, we will (super)naturally do what He did. What is “written with ink on
paper” – “the letter”, so to speak - is a description of what He is like. But
the power to be what He is like and do what He did is, not of “the letter”,
but “OF THE SPIRIT”.
What Jesus is like cannot be totally captured in “the letter”. When God

reveals an aspect of Christ (through the scriptures and the Spirit), we can
attempt to communicate it through “letters” (writing messages); but we will
never be able to record all of Christ. He cannot be contained in “written
letters”. He is to be communicated through “living letters” – through
human beings - just as Jesus of Nazareth communicated the Father.98 Of

course, only “the only begotten Son”99 is “the exact representation” of
God.100 Human beings can only REFLECT the glory of the Lord.
The writer to the Hebrews, who so completely contrasted the New
Covenant with the Old, opened his letter with these words:
“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many
portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His
97

Matthew 5:3-11.
John 1:18. Greek: exegeomai, Strong’s # 1834. Vine: “to unfold in teaching, to declare by making known”.
Vincent: “to draw out in narrative, to relate in full, interpret, translate, thus, exegesis, interpret, explain”.
99
John 1:14
100
Hebrews 1:3
98
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Son.”101 Jesus is to be communicated, not through prescribed activities
which can be written down in a list on stone tablets, but through you and I
– “living letters”102, “living stones”103, “human letters”. This is God’s
purpose in the New Covenant.

101

Hebrews 1:1-2
The heading for 2 Corinthians 2:1-3 in the Holman Christian Standard Bible.
103
1 Peter 2:5
102
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His Image, Our Pattern
Along with His death, Jesus’ life is also included in God’s plan of
redemption. Jesus’ life on earth gave us the pattern for knowing God, and
living in communion with Him, thus restoring eternal life.104 And it is God’s

New Covenant promise that the power of His resurrection life will enable
us to walk according to this pattern.105 This pattern does not particularly
consist of the practice of prescribed religious activities – but rather, how
Jesus related to and walked with the Father. This is what Jesus was

communicating when He said: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through Me.”106 Those are very broad

categories Jesus used – the Way, the Truth and the Life – but all refer to a
grand restoration - a restoration with regards to walking in communion
with God and reflecting the image of God. While we want to do what He

did, the New Covenant is not about practicing prescribed activities. It is
about living a life – the way Jesus lived His life on this earth. “The Spirit
gives life”, not primarily to enable us to perform prescribed activities, but
ultimately, to transform us and conform us to the image of Christ. It is His
image which is our Pattern.

104

When Humanity fell into sin, it fell out of life (union with God) into death (separation from God).
Ezekiel 36:26-27; Cf. Jeremiah 31:33; Colossians 1:29; Cf. Colossians 2:12; Philippians 2:13; 1
Corinthians 15:10
106
John 14:6
105
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Bearing in mind that the riches of Christ are “unsearchable”107, it is
actually impossible to expound on all aspects of the image of Christ. I’m
offering here a few select “pictures” of Jesus to which the Holy Spirit
seems to have directed me. These are particular aspects of Christ which
He is drawing attention to in my personal spiritual life. And, it may be that
these are aspects of Christ which the Spirit of God would particularly want
manifested in His people during these times in which we live. In any case,
I hope it will serve to help us better see Jesus as the perfect Pattern for
walking in the New Covenant.

107

Ephesians 3:8
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A Suffering Servant
“To be my disciple, you must deny yourself and take up your cross
daily and follow Me.”108
Here, Jesus gives us His definition “His cross” and “your cross”: namely,
self-denial - for the glory of God109. He also specifies that a primary
aspect of His image is self-denying love. In past generations, much was

written on self-denial and the surrendered life. But this topic is
conspicuously absent in contemporary Christianity.110 However, Jesus
made it clear that this is what it means to “follow Him” – that is, to follow
His pattern and be His disciple.
Hebrews 12:2-3111
Looking away from all that will distract us and focusing our eyes on
Jesus, who is the Author and Perfecter of faith [the first incentive for
“

108

Luke 9:23; Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; Cf. Luke 14:27; Matthew 10:38; Hebrews 13:13.
Cf. John 17:1-5. See pp. 25-31 of this essay. It must be made clear that Christ’s self-denial was ONLY for
the glory of God. There were times when Jesus did not allow Himself to be subjected to suffering because it
was not in the will of God. Certainly, Satan is not to receive glory in our suffering. And, most importantly,
we are not to fall into the insidious trap of glorifying self through self-denial. Viz. “I am super-spiritual
because I’ve suffered so much for Jesus, et. al.”
110
Recommended Reading: My essays – “Brokenness”; “Death Activates Life”; “Transformation of Self”;
“The Way of the Cross”. Complimentary copies of these essays can be obtained by emailing:
AtChristsTable@gmail.com
I can fully recommend J. Sidlow Baxter’s treatment of these things in his books: “A New Call to Holiness”,
“His Deeper Work in Us”, and “Our High Calling”. (These three titles have been combined in one volume
entitled “Christian Holiness Restudied and Restated”.) But I also can recommend: “The Surrendered Life”
by James H. McConkey; “Born Crucified” by L.E. Maxwell; “Life Out of Death” by Jesse Penn Lewis;
“The Crucified Life” by A.W. Tozer, and daily devotionals: “My Utmost for His Highest” by Oswald
Chambers and “Streams in the Desert” by L.B. Cowman.
111
Amplified Bible
109
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our belief and the One who brings our faith to maturity], who for the
joy [of accomplishing the goal] set before Him endured the cross.”
When “looking to Jesus the Author and Perfecter of faith”, it is essential to
understand that the Christ of God, who is our Pattern, is a Crucified
Christ.112 He modeled suffering for us. It may seem a bit strange to list
suffering right at the top of the many aspects of Christ’s Pattern; but, if our

model is not the Crucified Christ, we are involved with something other
than biblical Christianity. The apostle Paul warned that there is “another
Jesus”, a “different spirit”, and a “different gospel”.113 A “different gospel”
introduces a different kind of “christianity”. A “different spirit” births a
different kind of “christian”. “Another Jesus” presents a different image to
be conformed to. The Christ of God, who was prophesied114, but stumbled
over115, was a Crucified Christ. That is the image of Christ, and the
Pattern of the New Covenant.

The scope of this essay cannot contain a treatment of the Message and
the Way of the Cross or a presentation of a theology of Suffering, but I

112

This is not to say that we worship a Christ who is still on the cross, for He conquered death, was
resurrected and ascended, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
113
2 Corinthians 11:4
114
Isaiah 53:1-12
115
Isaiah 8:14; Cf. Romans 9:32-33; 1 Peter 2:8.
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have written of these things in detail in other essays.116 A theology of
Suffering and the Way of the Cross are matters which are sorely absent in

contemporary Christianity, and need to be restored in order to rectify our
partial image of Christ and inaccurate concepts of Christianity.
1 Peter 2:21
21 “For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps.”
This is the “example” Jesus Christ left for us: the way of the Cross – that
is, self-denying love for the glory of God. Because of the fallen nature of
the self, denial of self entails an aspect of suffering. Yet, as we are
conformed more and more to the image of Christ, the transformed self117
experiences the blessing of the love of God flowing through the soul.
Hebrews 5:7-8
“In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications
with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and
He was heard because of His piety. Although He was a Son, He
learned obedience from the things which He suffered.”

116

“Walking with Sorrow”, “The Way of the Cross”, “Seeing the Kingdom Through the Cross”, “Who Is
This King of Glory?”, “Death Activates Life”, “God-Centeredness”, and “The Cross & the Powers of
Darkness”. Complimentary copies of these essays can be obtained by emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com
117
In my essay, “Transformation of Self”, I endeavor to make the case for transformation of self, rather than
“crucifixion of self” or “death of self” type language and perspectives. J. Sidlow Baxter also makes this
distinction in his “Christian Holiness Restudied and Restated”.

___________________________________________
A New & Living Way
“I have given you as a covenant…”
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org

35

In a manner of speaking, Jesus was the very first Christian – He is the

Author and Perfecter of faith – our Example – our Pattern, therefore,
suffering is to be considered an integral component of the normal

Christian life. The Father saw fit for the Son to learn and grow through
suffering. Can we expect to learn and grow spiritually without suffering?

The spiritual truth that Jesus suffered for us in no way precludes suffering
from the lives of the redeemed. Quite the opposite: Peter said, “You have
been called for this purpose…”. But what specific aspects of suffering are
these verses referring to? Let’s continue with what Peter said next in the
passage we referenced:
1 Peter 1:22-23
“Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and
while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges
righteously.”
And let’s also look at what the writer to the Hebrews said next in the
passage we referenced:
Hebrews 12:2b-3118
“Endured the cross disregarding the shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God [revealing His deity, His authority, and the
completion of His work]. Just consider and meditate on Him who
endured from sinners such bitter hostility against Himself [consider it
118

Amplified Bible
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all in comparison with your trials], so that you will not grow weary and
lose heart.”
So, we see some of the aspects of suffering Jesus modeled for us: Along
with self-denying love for the glory of God, He suffered being sinned
against by sinners in various ways. Who are the “sinners” we are referring

to? All the unredeemed – but, also all the redeemed sinners as well, for
we Christians abuse Christ’s grace towards us and also sin against one
another, even as did the first century disciples of Christ.
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A Disciplined Son
Hebrews 12:4-11119
You have not yet struggled to the point of shedding blood in your
striving against sin; 5 and you have forgotten the divine word of
encouragement which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not
make light of the discipline of the Lord, and do not lose heart and give
up when you are corrected by Him.”
4“

Here, the writer to the Hebrews is discussing “the discipline of the Lord”.
We need to understand what that is and why that is. “Discipline” is NOT
condemnation, nor is it even punishment. If we feel condemned or
punished, then the one at work is Satan, our Adversary, and not the Lord,
our Father. We need to know the difference. But what then is “discipline”?
The Greek word120 used here has to do with “the training of a child,

including instruction … correction that regulates character”121. To this
aspect of “correction”, we can add the context which the writer gives us –
“striving against sin”. That is the nature and the purpose of the
“correction” – to grow in Christ-likeness.122 This is the path of discipleship
which Jesus modeled for us.
119

Amplified Bible
paideia, Strong’s # 3809
121
W.E. Vine. Cf. Ephesians 6:4.
122
It is interesting to point out that the “striving against sin” going “to the point of shedding blood” is a
reference to Jesus going to the cross; yet, the same writer also said that Jesus was “without sin”. (Hebrews
120
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For the Lord disciplines and corrects those whom He loves, and He
punishes123 every son whom He receives and welcomes [to His heart].
7 You must submit to [correction for the purpose of] discipline; God is
dealing with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father
does not discipline? 8 Now if you are exempt from
correction and without discipline, in which all [of God’s children]
share, then you are illegitimate children and not sons [at
all]. 9 Moreover, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us, and we
submitted and respected them [for training us]; shall we not much more
willingly submit to the Father of spirits, and live [by learning from His
discipline]? 10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for only a short time
as seemed best to them; but He disciplines us for our good, so that we
may share His holiness. 11 For the time being, no discipline brings joy,
but seems sad and painful; yet to those who have been trained by it,
afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness [right standing
with God and a lifestyle and attitude that seeks conformity to God’s
will and purpose].”
6”

This passage, which is self-explanatory, paints a picture of Jesus as a

Son walking under the discipline of His Father. Discipline for the purpose
of correction, learning and training is something which typified Jesus
relationship with His Father – the Pattern given by Jesus as the Son of
4:5; Cf. 1 Peter 2:22) So, the cross (self-denying love) is God’s method for dealing with sin – our sin (not
Jesus’).
123
Greek: mastigoo, Strong’s # 3148, means to whip - literally or figuratively – admittedly the figurative
sense is less problematic. But I believe that even physical “whippings” in our lives (e.g. negative medical, or
financial, or relational developments in our lives) are not literally from the hand of God (Cf. Proverbs 3:12),
but rather are the result of our choices and their consequences.
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God. But in much of contemporary Christianity, the Christian’s relationship
with God is too often typified by all the physical and emotional “blessings”
the child can receive from the Father. It is no wonder that we have such a
dearth of disciples devoted to serving the King and His Kingdom.
Also in this passage from Hebrews are two other traits typifying disciples
devoted to serving the King and His Kingdom: Jesus’ “respect” for and
“submission” to the Father. Jesus Himself alluded to these traits as

exemplifying the necessary attitude and posture for walking with the

Father and serving in His Kingdom :
“So, Jesus answered them by saying, “I assure you and most solemnly
say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself [of His own
accord], unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever
things the Father does, the Son[in His turn] also does in the same
way…. I can do nothing on my own initiative or authority. Just as I
hear, I judge; and My judgment is just (fair, righteous, unbiased),
because I do not seek My own will, but only the will of Him who sent
Me.”124
Jesus walked with the utmost respect for and submission to the Father.

He learned125 to only speak what the Father is speaking and only do what
the Father is doing. This is a spiritual discipline and skill which must be
124
125

John 5:19 & 30 AMP
Hebrews 5:8 says He learned it through suffering.
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learned – in order to hear and see what God is saying and doing, and to
speak and act in accord with His Spirit. To walk in this way shows respect

for and submission to God, because it demonstrates a belief that what
God has to say and do is much more important than what we think we
should say and do.
Actually, the correct term for such a demeanor is the word “meekness”. I
would suggest that reflecting on the meaning of “meekness” would afford
us more insight into the nature and character of Jesus as our Pattern for
the New Covenant.

The Greek word translated “meekness”126 in the New Testament is very
rich in meaning. It seems correct to say that “meekness” includes two
other character traits: “humility“ (residing inwardly) and “gentleness”
(expressed outwardly). Meekness is “the gentle, quiet spirit of selfless
devotion to God that is also (sometimes) translated ‘gentleness’.
‘Meekness’ is the very antithesis of arrogant pride.”127
But key to understanding the whole concept of “meekness” is that “it
consists not in his outward behavior only; nor yet in his relations to his
fellow-men, as little in his mere natural disposition. Rather, it is an
126
127

prautes, Strong’s # 4240
Ibid., Stephen D. Renn
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inwrought grace of the soul; and the exercise of it are first and chiefly
towards God. It is that temper of spirit in which we accept His dealings
with us as good, and therefore, without disputing or resisting; it is closely
linked with ‘humility’ and follows directly upon it…. It is only the humble
heart which is also the meek, and which, as such, does not fight against

God or struggle and contend with Him.” 128
Inward “meekness” and “humility” towards God will naturally manifest
outwardly in “gentleness” towards others. It is the same as, truly loving
God results in loving others also. Now, while on a number of occasions,
Jesus may not have been “gentle” in dealing with the hypocrisy of the
Scribes and Pharisees, Jesus was always “meek” toward His Father. In
this, He is the Pattern for our relationship with God and walking in the
New Covenant.

128

Ibid, W.E. Vine.
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A Man of Sorrows
Isaiah 53:1-3
1“Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of
the Lord been revealed? 2 For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or
majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should
be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide
their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.”
I will end with this particular picture of Jesus as our Pattern for the New
Covenant. Isaiah 53 in its entirety is a prophecy of what the coming
Messiah would look like. I’ve intentionally referenced just the first three
verses. Verses 4 through 12 speak of His messianic role, which happened
to play out in a way that was diametrically the opposite of the Romeconquering Redeemer the Jews expected. These verses describe His
work of redemption, which only He, the God-Man could accomplish on our
behalf. But verses 1 through 3 speak of Jesus in His humanity - a
description we can identify with and is an Example for us to follow.
“Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of
the Lord been revealed? 2 For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or
majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should
be attracted to Him.
1
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Most of the Jews waiting for the Messiah, even those who “searched the
scriptures”, failed to see that they testified of Jesus129. Why did they not
recognize Him when He came? He just didn’t look like their concept of the
Son of God. They didn’t believe in him - instead he was “a stone of
stumbling and a rock of offense”.
I believe Jesus addressed this a number of times, but maybe this was the
first time – when He spoke to the crowds about John the Baptist:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind? 8 But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! 9 But what did you
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a
prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My
messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way before You.”130
7

Jesus was speaking specifically about John the Baptist, but I believe what
He said applies to all of us who would be “His messenger” to “prepare the
way of the Lord”. It is grievous, indeed, when we see “pastors” and other

“ministers” who are proud, arrogant and self-absorbed, for they reflect the
opposite of Christ-likeness. They falsely represent the Lord. But we can
say the same about all Christians who haven’t learned from Jesus His

129
130

John 5:39-47
Matthew 11:7-10
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gentleness and humbleness of heart.131 Their “jealousy, selfish ambition

and arrogance also lie against the truth”132.
Yes, the triumphant, risen Lord Jesus is an awesome sight “with eyes like
a flame of fire, feet like burnished bronze, a voice like the sound of many
waters, a mouth with a sharp two-edged sword, and a face like the sun
shining in its strength”133. But it is the gentle, humble Jesus in His earthly
humanity which will be uniquely “attractive” in the vainglorious world in

which we live. Indeed, those who do not know Him as the Lord of lords
and the King of kings are looking for a Jesus they can relate to in their

humanity. That is exactly why He was incarnated in the way He is
described by Isaiah.134
Isaiah went on to say:
He was despised and forsaken of men,
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom
men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.”
3

Notwithstanding the mystery of how the Father “gives” (revelation of
Christ), “draws” and “grants” those who are lost to come to Jesus135, being
131

Matthew 11:29
James 3:14
133
Revelation 1:12-16.
134
Of course, it must be “granted by the Father” for them to come to Jesus. John 5:37-38; 6:37, 44, 65.
135
John 5:37-38; 6:37, 44, 65.
132
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like Jesus is otherwise never going to be “attractive” to the world. I believe

it would be accurate to say that throughout church history, whenever it
has been “popular” to be a Christian, it is because Christians had become
“worldly”. Jesus – and therefore, His authentic disciples – will be generally
despised, forsaken, and not esteemed by the world simply because “the

love of the Father is not in them, and they do not know Him”.136
“Let Christ himself be your example as to what your attitude should be.
For he, who had always been God by nature, did not cling to his
prerogatives as God’s equal, but stripped himself of all privilege by
consenting to be a slave by nature and being born as mortal man. And,
having become man, he humbled himself by living a life of utter
obedience, even to the extent of dying, and the death he died was the
death of a common criminal.”137
Isaiah described Jesus, our Example and Pattern, as “A man of sorrows,

acquainted with grief”. This was one of the marks by which Israel was to
know her Messiah – “A Man of Sorrows”. Sorrow and grief characterized
Jesus’ life on earth. He was familiar with – intimate with – sorrow and
grief. He knew it personally138, and He knew it in others139.

136

1 John 2:15; 3:1; 5:1.
Philippians 2:5-8 J.B. Phillips New Testament in Modern English
138
He suffered rejection and unrequited love (John 1:10-11). He endured the “hostility of sinners against
Himself” (Hebrews 12:3). He was betrayed and abandoned by His own disciples (Matthew 26:47-75), and
experienced the sense of being forsaken by His Father (Matthew 27:46).
139
John 11:35; Luke 19:41
137
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This characteristic of being “acquainted with grief and sorrow” speaks first
and foremost of Christ’s fellowship140 with Fallen Humanity. Jesus was
intimately acquainted with the sorrow and grief of the human condition.
Kings and lords, and the rich and powerful of the earth insulate
themselves from humanity’s woes, but Jesus shared in and partnered with
and participated in the fallen human condition. He was without sin, yet He
ultimately became the Sin-bearer and Scapegoat of humanity on the
Cross. This identification with the human condition when he was lifted up
upon the cross is actually the power of attraction by which He “draws all
men to Himself”.141

In this also, He is our Example, the Pattern for our

relationship with God and humanity, and for living life in the New
Covenant, “for as He is, so also are we in this world”142 – “for we realize
that our life in this world is actually his life lived in us”143.

140

The Greek word, koinonia, Strong’s # 2842, generally translated “fellowship” in the verb form, kononeo,
Strong’s # 2841, means to “share in”, “partner with”, and “participate in”.
141
John 12:32-33
142
1 John 4:17
143
1 John 4:17 J.B. Phillips New Testament in Modern English
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Bill & Frances Furioso

~ At Christ’s Table ~

Just a little bit about ourselves ...
We have been married for 40 years, and have two children, four grandchildren, and two greatgrandchildren.
Being an avid student by nature, I have done formal study in various fields including Education,
Music, Philosophy and Theology.
We served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years helping to establish churches and
train church leaders. Our Bible teaching ministry has also taken us to other countries like
Zimbabwe, Brazil, and England, as well as, throughout the United States.
We have pastored several churches, and as an itinerant Bible teacher, I have ministered in
hundreds of churches on four continents. As a writer, I've authored many publications which are
distributed to church leaders worldwide.
We have ministered together speaking in churches, leading spiritual formation seminars,
personal mentoring, and administrating an international partnership of church leaders.
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