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In Search of New Covenant Worship
These essays are about "worship" – namely, an inquiry into the meaning of
the Lord's phrase: "worship in spirit and in truth".1 I intend to share on other
topics also; but I must begin with "worship", because, as I understand it, the
other topics are "elements” of "worship". I will define what I understand to be
"worship" in light of the New Covenant, as I've come to believe THAT is the
key to understanding what Jesus meant by "worship in spirit and truth". This
will necessitate somewhat defining the term "New Covenant". There is much
fine writing on the New Covenant detailing the work of Christ which
established the covenant and the promises He has secured for us who
believe. But, what I will attempt to focus on here is that which I understand
to be the heart and essence of the New Covenant – “the law of the Spirit of

life in Christ Jesus”2.
I will also attempt to look at those "elements of worship" in light of this.
Those "elements" have to do with the nature of the Church3, the life of the
Church4, and the commission of the Church5, for the Church is those
worshippers whom the Father is seeking.6 Along with pursuing a more clear
understanding of New Covenant worship, my goals also include gaining
1

John 4:23-24
Romans 8:2; Cf. John 6:63; 2 Corinthians 3:6
3
I will be discussing what many today refer to as an "organic" approach to being the Church.
4
I will be discussing the "unstructured" approach to church life being entered into by many today.
5
I will be discussing "being" the Church and "doing" church, specifically in terms of our commission to be
disciples of the King and make disciples of the Kingdom.
6
John 4:23-24
2
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more understanding of some of the things which Jesus meant to be innate7
to the Church – that is, innate8 to the people who live in the New Covenant.
These essays are not meant to be merely a critique of the visible church,
but more a seeking of that which the Father is seeking – "true worship" from
those who "worship in spirit and truth".9 However, I must say that I have
come to the conclusion that the worship of most of the visible Church10 is
still under the shadow of the Old Covenant11. Missing the reality of the One
who has opened for us "A New and Living Way",12 the visible church is
falling short of "the upward call of God in Christ Jesus"13, and consequently,
is also ineffective in its mission in the world14.
In response to this situation, many voices have arisen speaking of "a new
way" of seeing and doing things. I believe this is good. But, amid the many
voices is much confusion. I believe much of what is being said and done is
still missing the heart and essence of the New Covenant. It is not so much
that the Church needs to "re-image" itself or find "new" ways of doing things.

7

In-born
"Born from above", "Born of the Spirit" (John 3:3-6; 2 Corinthians 3:6)
9
John 4:23-24
10
I believe the perfection of the Church exists now in the spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:27 and Hebrews 12:22-24) It
is God's purpose and our calling to manifest that perfection in the visible Church. The visible Church contains
"wheat and tares" - many imperfections. What now exists in the spirit will not be fully manifest until the
coming age.
11
What the apostle Paul and the writer to the Hebrews refer to as "dead works".
12
Hebrews 10:20
13
Philippians 3:14
14
Matthew 24:14
5
8
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I believe it simply - and authentically - needs to take hold of the New
Covenant.
I have often heard: "God is doing a new thing". But my concern is that we
are like the Athenians, always looking for some "new thing".15 According to
Scripture, the New Covenant IS that "new thing".16 What we need to
"worship in spirit and truth", what we need to be the Church Jesus is
building, what we need to participate in the purpose of God is to find and
enter into that "New and Living Way" which Jesus has ALREADY opened
for us when He inaugurated the New Covenant.17
I believe the phrase "worship in spirit and truth" in John 4:24 can be equated
with the phrase "new and living way" in Hebrews 10:20. And the key to
knowing, understanding and living out this reality is the New Covenant.
When we see the New Covenant, and when the New Covenant is seen in
our midst, we'll manifest "the Church, which is His Body, the fullness of Him
who fills all in all".18 Again, I understand the essence of the New Covenant
to be “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”19 – a phrase we will be
investigating in these essays.

15

Acts 17:21
Isaiah 43:19; Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 36:36; Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25; 2 Corinthians 3:6; 5:17;
Hebrews 8:10, 13; 9:15; 10:16, 20; 12:24.
17
Cf. Hebrews 10:5-9, 15-20.
18
Ephesians 1:23
19
Romans 8:2; Cf. John 6:63; 2 Corinthians 3:6
16
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There are many issues to study and deliberate regarding the New Covenant
which I won't even try to address in these essays.20 What I WILL attempt to
share, though, are some implications of the New Covenant as its relates to
worship and elements of worship lived out in the life, ministry and mission of
the Church, as worship is the context in which the New Covenant is played
out.
Actually, I have written elsewhere on "worship in spirit and truth". These are
earlier essays written along the way on my journey to where I am now in my
understanding of "worship in spirit and truth".21 In this present collection of
essays, I desire to address specifically worship lived out in the life, ministry
and mission of the Church. The Church of the New Covenant is an
organism in the Spirit, which is given both life and growth by the very life of
the Spirit of Christ, the Head of the Body. There is much written about "the
life of Christ" as the basis of "organic church"22 which I would recommend
as background to what I have to share here.23
20

Recommended reading: "Five Views on Law and Gospel" (Counterpoints Series edited by Stanley N. Gundy).
Complimentary copies in .pdf or paper booklet formats of "The Woman & The Well" and "Tabernacle
Truths" are available by Emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com
22
While I think the term "organic church' has been indiscriminately used and already over-used, it is still the
best term I can use to identify what I have to share.
23
Concepts like "the life of Christ" and "organic" spiritual life and growth in the Body of Christ, etc. are NOT
new to our generation. But, the Spirit is leading people into such truth again in this generation; and for that I
am grateful. However, I believe that much of what is being spoken and written today is drawn from, yet not of
the same quality as, that of writers a few generations ago. Therefore, generally speaking, I recommend the
older writers like Jesse-Penn Lewis, T. Austin-Sparks, Watchman Nee, Stephen Kaung, and Devern Fromke.
However, having recommended these authors, I must say that with regards to the concepts of "Christ in me"
and "No longer I, but Christ", I definitely prefer an alternative perspective offered by the writing of J. Sidlow
Baxter, specifically his collection "A New Call to Holiness", "His Deeper Work in Us", and "Our High Calling"
compiled under the title, "Christian Holiness Revisited and Restated", which majors on "transformation" rather
than the supposed crucifixion of "self".
7
21
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For some foundational reading regarding things I will be sharing on "A New
and Living Way" for the Church, I would also like to recommend "Custom

and Command" by Stan Firth.24
Firth's book attempts to give a "scriptural" basis, which I don't think is being
sufficiently offered in many of the popular writings today on these things. (I
would hope that we would not waste time with things not founded in
scripture.) In "Custom and Command", Firth attempts to give a needed
scriptural "defense" for the "unstructured" approach to "organic church". It
is, thus far, the best offering I have come across to serve as a scripturebased presentation for the practice of "organic church". In this, Firth has
done us a good service.
Because of its widespread influence and popularity, I feel I must mention the
book, "Pagan Christianity" by George Barna and Frank Viola. I do not
disagree with the contents of their book. But, what I am offering in these
essays is significantly different in this way: "Pagan Christianity" addresses
the various human traditions which gained the ascendency AFTER the
apostolic period of the Church. The negative aspects of the practices of the
24

Stan Firth has written a second book on this subject – "The Remarkable Replacement Army", which draws
from the actual history of the Norwegian Resistance Movement in World War 2. This book paints a picture of
what an "organic" group may look like. And on-going posts on his website,
www.RemarkableReplacementArmy.com , give some counsel on avoiding conventional church patterns by
being led of the Spirit through "socializing" as a "family". Complimentary downloads of both books are
available in .pdf format from his website: www.RemarkableReplacementArmy.com and the books in
paperback format are for sale on www.Lulu.com
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Church which I am discussing in these essays are rather the "elementary
principles of the world" which were present DURING the apostolic period of
the Church; and which, I believe are the roots of the human traditions
throughout all of Church history. There is an explanation as to WHY human
tradition gained the ascendency AFTER the apostolic period and continued
to plague the Church throughout history. Is it possible the apostolic Church
itself did not sufficiently realize Christ's freedom from "the elementary
principles of the world" and continued to worship under the shadow of the
Old Covenant, thus causing the bondage to increase into the 2nd Century
and beyond? I realize this is a novel and controversial proposition. But
whether the Early Church walked in the New Covenant and then fell away
having its realities eclipsed by human traditions, or whether the Church has
YET to worship in the full authenticity of the New Covenant, what I propose
in these essays is that the need for "worship in spirit and truth", and "A New
& Living Way" is YET to be entered into by the visible church. Regarding
"the elementary principles of the world", which I will be discussing in more
detail, I would also recommend a number of essays by other authors.25
In these essays, I hope to present a biblical theology,26 yet at the same
time, a prophetic visionary presentation of "organic church" to inspire what I

25

"Paul's Usage of ta stoicheia tou kosmou (The Elementary Principles of the World)", by Gary DeLashmutt;
"Technique or Kindly Light", by Vernard Eller; the vast body of writings by Jacques Ellul – specifically what he
writes on "Technique". (There is an excellent article on Jacques Ellul: "Synopsis & Analysis of Jacques Ellul", by
Jim Fowler.)
26
For a definition of "Biblical Theology": https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/biblical-theology/
9
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believe Jesus desires for His New Covenant people to live in – for the
Father's eternal purpose in His Son27, and "to the praise of His glory".28
So, what else do I have to offer about “New Covenant Worship”? Let us first
take hold of a core definition of "worship". This is the purpose of the next
essay, "Another Look at Worship". And then after a few more essays,29 in
which we will sort through some of the shadows of the Old Covenant, we
will be more able to see clearly from a New Covenant perspective the life,
ministry and mission of the Church.

27

Ephesians 1:4-5; 2;10; 3:9-11.
Ephesians 1:12
29
Possible titles: "Jewish Roots in Christianity", "Elementary Principles of the World", "Idolatry", and
"Technique".
28
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Bill & Frances Furioso

~ At Christ’s Table ~

Just a little bit about ourselves ...
We have been married for 40 years, and have two children, four grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren.

Being an avid student by nature, I have done formal study in various fields including

Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.
We served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years helping to establish

churches and train church leaders. Our Bible teaching ministry has also taken us to other
countries like Zimbabwe, Brazil, and England, as well as, throughout the United States.
We have pastored several churches, and as an itinerant Bible teacher, I have

ministered in hundreds of churches on four continents. As a writer, I've authored many
publications which are distributed to church leaders worldwide.
We have ministered together speaking in churches, leading spiritual formation

seminars, personal mentoring, and administrating an international partnership of church
leaders.
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